
A
fter using the Tanaka TBL7800R
backpack blower for the past sever-
al weeks, we have a lot of good

things to say about it.
The Tanaka was easy to assemble right

out of the box. Right away, my husband
noticed three features he liked on the
blower. The first was the carrying handle
on the top of the fan itself. This makes the
unit easier to carry by centering the
weight in your hand. The second was the
netting. He really liked the netting on the
blower to help keep the leaves out. This
was a very nice touch. The third feature
that he liked right away was the gas open-
ing. The opening is positioned out away
from the unit, making it much easier to
fill than other blowers.

The padding on the back looked good.
It seems like a waterproof material that
will not get damp with sweat in the sum-
mer. We are not sure, though, if it will rip
over time. So far, after several solid seven-
day work weeks, it is holding up fine.

One negative aspect we noticed was
that there were wires hanging out from
the bottom of the unit. We tucked them
back up in the unit, but perhaps its bot-
tom could be enclosed somehow to avoid
the wires slipping down.

Using the Tanaka is easy, it starts right
up. Though I must note, we noticed that
the on/off switch is backwards compared
with other brands. On other manufactur-
ers’ models, the up position is usually on

and down is usually off, but on the Tana-
ka, the down position is on and up posi-
tion is off. It was frustrating in the
beginning for some of the workers who
use different blowers each day, to be
pulling and pulling and choking the unit
to try and get it started only to realize
that they have the switch in the wrong
position. Not a huge deal now that we
know; we check the switch before trying
to start it. One feature that Tanaka may
want to consider is a spring-loaded
on/off switch. Once the blower is turned
off and you let go of the button, the but-
ton automatically slides back to the on
position, so it is always in the correct
position to be started again.

Most of our head-to-head comparing
was against a brand-new Shindaiwa
EB8510RT, which our crew had available
to use. While the Shindaiwa did have a
little more blowing power than the Tana-
ka, the Tanaka really held its own and
moved a lot of leaves. The Tanaka is
lighter in weight. After using the
Shindaiwa for an hour, my shoulders
were really bothering me. I switched to
the Tanaka and was able to keep going
with much less shoulder and back
fatigue. I assumed this was due to the fact
that the Tanaka weighs less, which I am
sure did factor in, but I just read on the
Tanaka Web site that the Tanaka has a
“four-point anti-vibration system, which
reduces shoulder and back fatigue for

maximum operator comfort.” This sys-
tem works well because I experienced
much less fatigue using the Tanaka.

The Tanaka must have a larger gas
tank than the Shindaiwa, or be more
fuel efficient, because the Shindaiwa
needed to be refilled before the Tanaka.
The Tanaka consistently ran 15 to 30
minutes longer than the Shindaiwa did
before needing to be refilled.

The noise volume level of the Tanaka
seemed the same as other manufacturers’
blowers, but the Tanaka has a unique
sound similar to that of a dirt bike.

After using the Tanaka throughout this
leaf season, we would recommend it.

Think you’ve got what it takes to put some
new gear through its paces? Can you write
a complete sentence and craft a piece like
this? Contact Publisher Jim Kendrick at
jkendrick@mrpllc.com to get your name
on our list of Turf magazine Field Test
Experts!

Above: Tracy Cole of T.C.’s Lawn Service puts Tanaka’s TBL7800R backpack blower to the test. PHOTOS COURTESY OF T.C.’S LAWN SERVICE. 

Tanaka TBL 7800R Backpack Blower
Sue and Tracy Cole, T.C.’s Lawn Service, Butler, N.J.

Reprinted with permission from: 

Turf - for Turf Care Professionals
© 2007 Moose River Publishing
P.O. Box 449
St. Johnsbury, VT  05819
www.mrpllc.com



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 266
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 266
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /RunLengthEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1800 1800]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


